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“Picto” it’s a series of social stories for children who are just learning to read. Each word is accompanied by a pictogram 
of the international symbol system PCS (Picture Communication Symbols) that explains the meaning of each word to 
the reader. “Mary’s Got Sick” is a book with pictograms that tells about the daily life of a girl Mary, and helps the reader to 
remember how to behave in public places – at school, in a store, at a doctor’s appointment., as well as develops speech 
and communication skills. Adapted text makes reading accessible to children who have difficulties in learning letters or 
understanding the text.

This edition is designed for children with special educational needs, speech impairment, autism spectrum disorder, and 
is intended for children who just learning to read. The text is accompanied by realistic illustrations that help children to 
understand the meaning of the story.
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Dear readers!
 
 

This unique edition can teach you reading and improve your communication skills. 

There are people who find it difficult to understand symbols – letters and numbers – among us. Ba-
sically, they are children with special educational needs, autism spectrum disorder, dyslexia, reading 
and speech impairment, mental retardation, Down syndrome, different peculiarities of thinking and 
perception of information, etc. Until recently reading was inaccessible and the ability to study books 
was limited for many of them until recently. We have adapted books for children using pictograms 
of the international PCS symbol system. Thus, a person with difficulty with text perception, can read 
text using pictograms.

The “Picto” series incorporates social stories with pictograms that tells children how to behave in pub-
lic places: in school, while visiting the doctor, a cafe, the zoo, etc.

You can work with every part of this book individually:

•  study the objects depicted on the forerunner, list them, look for similar ones;

•  look at illustrations, identify different elements of the same items and their numbers;

•  search and combine pictograms with different elements of the image to the page;

•  read the text, understand emotions of the protagonists, discuss social norms of behavior and 
so on.

In order to facilitate understanding of the text, there are questions after the fairy tale including varia-
tions using pictograms.

There are detailed tips how to read stories adapted with pictograms in the end of the book.

We hope that our publications will help children discover the social world, learn to read and under-
stand stories, and better communicate with friends.

 

Hanna Usatenko, publisher, psychologist and 

the team of the social project “DyvoGra”
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